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PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION 
ON SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
GEORGE H. GEYER, State Survey Director, Commission on School Districts 


The staff of the Commission on School Districts was appointed in 
July and August of 1946.1 The work of the staff during its initial year 
has been devoted largely to problems connected with establishing the 
machinery prescribed by law to carry out the program of the Commis- 
sion, although several reports of local survey committees carrying one 
cr more recommendations for school district reorganization have 
akready been approved by the State Commission on School Districts and 
will be voted upon in early fall by the electors concerned. 

According to the provisions of Chapter 16, Division 2, Sections 
4871-4991 of the Education Code of California, entitled ‘‘ Optional 
Reorganization of School Districts by Electors,’’ the only agency of 
the Commission on School Districts which has any power to initiate 
recommendations for a reorganization of school districts is the Local 
Survey Committee. During the year 1946-47, some 429 persons have 
been appointed to serve on local survey committees covering practically 
every county in the State. Most of these appointees are laymen and all 
serve without pay. The 37 committees which have been active during 
1946-47 have held from one to nine meetings each. In addition, 25 lay 
citizens have been appointed to serve as members of the five regional 
commissions.? The regional commissions act as co-ordinating groups 
for the local survey committees within their respective jurisdictions. 

To date, the reports from local survey committees for Nevada 
County and Mendocino County have contained the only recommenda- 
tions involving a majority of the school districts of the area under study. 
In a far-reaching proposal, the Nevada County Local Survey Com- 
mittee, under chairmanship of Bernard W. Hummelt of Nevada City, 
kas recommended the formation of a unified school district to include 
all but three of Nevada County’s independent administrative units. 
This recommendation was approved by the Regional Survey Commis- 
sion on School Districts for Region III and now goes to the voters for 


1¥For brief report of the organization of the Commission and appointment of staff 
members, see California Schools, XVII (February, June, September), 31, 174, 256. 

2 For list of members of regional commissions, see California Schools, XVII (Octo- 
ber, 1946), 272. Names of state and regional commission members are also given in 
Bulletin No. 1 of the Commission on School Districts, which may be obtained by 
addressing the Sacramento office of the Commission, 534 Library-Courts Building, or 
referred to in the office of any county superintendent of schools. Each county superin- 
tendent of schools is ex-officio a member of the Local Survey Committee in his county 
and has the publications of the Commission available for examination; in addition, he 
can give to interested inquirers the names of those individuals who are serving on the 
Local Survey Committee for his county. 
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final action. The Mendocino County Local Survey Committee, under 
chairmanship of Frank Brennan of Hopland, proposed that the eight 
existing union high school districts in that county become unified school 
districts. The Regional Survey Commission for Region I and the Sate 
Commission on School Districts have approved six of these eight pro- 
posals for submission to the voters. 

It is anticipated that the year 1947-48 will yield one or more pro- 
posals from virtually every Local Survey Committee in the State, and 
by December 31, 1948, elections will have been held on all of these 
proposals which have received the necessary regional and state com- 
mission approvals. 

The State Legislature, by passing Senate Bill 210 (Chapter 501, 
Statutes of 1947), eliminated the veto power of an individual school 
district in voting upon a proposal for reorganization. As the law now 
stands, a favorable majority vote in the total proposed area will effect a 
reorganization, except in cases wherein a single district: in the proposed 
area has a majority of all the electors. In that case, two favorable 
majority votes are required, one within the district having a majority 
of all the electors, the other a majority vote in the combined area of 
all the other districts. It should be noted that the voting units are in all 
cases elementary school districts unless one of the districts involved in a 
proposed reorganization is a unified school district. The unified school 
district votes as any other district unit, and its vote is given separate 
consideration in the total only when its electors constitute a majority 
of all the electors in the proposed new area. 

Assembly Bill 767 (Chapter 1262, Statutes of 1947) made another 
important change in the law by adding to each Local Survey Committee 
a member of the governing board of each school district under con- 
sideration at any given time. In addition, this bill requires an open 
hearing in each district concerned in a reorganization proposal 30 days 
prior to an election. ; 

With the legislative changes just described, and with the organiza- 
tion of regional commissions and local survey committees virtually 
completed throughout the State, the final two years of the program of 
the Commission on School Districts should witness substantial progress 
in effecting much-needed reorganization of school districts in Cali- 
fornia. , 

The next meeting of the State Commission on School Districts is 
scheduled for Saturday, August 16, 1947, at 10 a.m. at the Palace Hotel, 
San Francisco. Subsequent meetings are scheduled for October 18 and 
December 20, 1947, in Los Angeles and San Francisco, respectively. 
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Names and assignments of the staff members of the Commission on 
School Districts are as follows: 


GrorGE H. Geyer, State Survey Director 

Ronaup W. Cox, Regional Survey Director, Region ITI 

S. S. Mayo, Regional Survey Director, Region III 

Haron B. Roserts, Regional Survey Director, Region IV 

Exumer H. StarretBacH, Regional Survey Director, Region I 
LAWRENCE B. Wuite, Regional Survey Director, Regions II and V 


AVIATION EDUCATION IN CALIFORNIA, 1947 
W. EARL SAMS, Chief, Bureau of Aviation Education 


California’s program of aviation education was made possible upon 
adoption by the State Legislature of Chapter 1440, Statutes of 1945, 
which carried an appropriation of $216,000. Continued development of 
the program is assured by the subsequent appropriation by the 1947 
Legislature of approximately $200,000 to the State Department of Edu- 
cation for this purpose. Upon the establishment of the Bureau of Avia- 
tion Education in June, 1946, an active postwar aviation education 
program was begun. The State Department of Education is authorized 
and directed by law to aid and assist in developing and conducting 
a program of aviation education, including aviation training in pre- 
flight subjects, flight indoctrination, and courses in the economic and 
social implications of aviation in the postwar world. 

Personnel of the Bureau includes W. Earl Sams, Chief, with offices 
at 453 South Spring Street, Los Angeles 13, California, and the follow- 
ing consultants: John B. Brinegar, assigned to the southern portion of 
the state, John M. Austin to the central portion, and William N. 
McGowan to northern California. The northern California office is 
located at 609 Sutter Street, San Francisco 2. All members of the Bureau 
have been public school teachers and were actively engaged in military 
aviation during World War II. 

The Bureau is encouraging high schools and junior colleges of Cali- 
fornia to develop a comprehensive aviation education program. The 
recommended type of program has the following aims: 


(1) To provide instruction in the scientific principles of aviation 
within the framework of general education ; 


(2) To provide practical experiences in the application of these prin- 
ciples ; 

(3) To insure a realistic study of history, geography, civics, and eco- 
nomics in relation to the development of aviation ; 


(4) To provide understanding of the place of aviation in America so 
that future citizens who do not actively engage in aviation may 
collaborate, evaluate, and intelligently appreciate the effects of 
aviation on society ; 


(5) To provide instruction for youths with special interests in ,avia- 
tion who intend to continue their aviation studies; 
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(6) To utilize genuine interests of young people and meet needs which 
have immediate significance to these young people; 


(7) To provide a background for preparation in the vocations of the 
aviation industry ; 


(8) To assist students to learn those things necessary to become safe 
pilots through orientation study prior to pilot training. 


To furnish suitable academic materials for use by students and 
teachers in a one-year course in general aviation for the secondary 
schools, the Bureau, with the aid of curriculum specialists, is now pre- 
paring a publication for distribution to California high schools and 
junior colleges. This academic phase of the program which is being 
undertaken by approximately 200 California high schools and colleges 
is correlated with flight laboratory experience. It includes a study of 
the following subject matter : 


1. Community problems and aviation 

2. Aireraft structures and problems of flight 

3. Navigation, meteorology and airworld geography 
4. Vocational problems in aviation 


5. National and international aspects of aviation 


Use of the instructional materials to be provided will facilitate inte- 
gration of content for the course of study in aviation with subject matter 
in science, mathematics, physics, English, civics, and geography in those 
schools that cannot offer a separate one-year course. 

During its first year the program in aviation education provided 
5,984 hours of flight for 1,814 students. Approximately 150 of these stu- 
dents were high school teachers and administrators. Two hundred pilots 
took part in the program, using 250 aircraft. A critical evaluation of 
the comments made by parents, commercial operators, and Civil Aero- 
nautics “Administration specialists revealed the common belief that the 
California program of aviation will aid materially in the orderly expan- 
sion of necessary community planning and in the intelligent participa- 
tion by an informed citizenry in the developments of an air age. Through- 
out the state, in 58 high schools and junior colleges, students have been 
experiencing the practical application of scientific principles studied in 
the classroom, and making critical analyses of local airports, of com- 
munity aviation facilities and civic plans for the future as they relate 
to aviation. The benefits derived from the program put into effect this 
past year and anticipated for years to come will increase as teachers and 
sponsors gain experience in administering the program. 
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Sufficient money is available in the budget for 1947-48 to provide 
the flight-experience laboratory phase of the program for approximately 
5,000 to 6,000 students. It is expected that the course of study and the 
flight-experience program will be carried out by approximately 200 
schools next year. 

While it is difficult to measure the educational value of a brief 
period of flight-experience, it is generally believed by all educators and 
students who have participated that only by instruction which includes 
such an experience can genuine understanding of problems, potentiali- 
ties, and implications of aviation be achieved. Some administrators have 
even expressed themselves as being desirous of extending the flight- 
experience to all of their teachers. 

Flights are accomplished in two-place aircraft flown by pilots pro- 
vided by commercial operators or the Civil Air Patrol. To cover part of 
the costs of operation, owners of the aircraft are reimbursed at the rate 
of $5 per hour, approximately one-half the usual commercial rate. While 
at first it appeared that to pay only $5 per hour for flight would make 
it difficult to arrange for the flights, enthusiastic support by progressive, 
civic-minded, commercial operators has resulted in very satisfactory 
response from adults and pupils alike who have been flown by compe- 
tent, interested pilots. Analysis of data currently received by the Bureau 
reveals that 25 percent of the students participating in flight indoc- 
trination intend to begin private pilot training. Approximately 90 per- 
cent of the teachers and administrators have taken their first flight 
during the flight indoctrination period and in every instance have enthu- 
siastically endorsed its educational value. Many parents have enrolled 
in pilot training courses as a result of their children’s participation in 
this aviation program. Some parents have even purchased aircraft. 
A summary of attitudes has been stated well in the words of a Santa 
Paula high school teacher who, after completion of flight indoctrination, 
says: ‘‘I am fully aware now of the impact of air transportation upon 
the lives of people everywhere. I realize that aviation is to have an 
increasing influence on the content and emphasis in education as time 
goes on. We must be sensitive to and become increasingly interested in 
the air age in which we live.’’ 

Throughout the year a number of institutes or workshops for 
teachers have dealt with the subject of aviation. The benefits of such 
meetings are characterized by the conclusions made at the workshop 
conducted in Yolo County by William N. McGowan: 


1. Aviation represents natural interest motivation for the pupil that 
could well be utilized throughout the school curriculum. 


August, 1947) CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS 167 


2. It is time to begin education for an air age. 
3. Aviation subjects have a legitimate part in the sehool curriculum. 


4. The airplane, or some related machine, is here to stay, and students 
should be prepared to understand and appreciate the full ramifi- 
cations of living in an age that utilizes such a machine. 


The consensus expressed by Yolo County teachers who participated 
in a brief flight-experience program directed by Mr. McGowan made it 
evident that one of the most important items in education for the air age 
is an actual flight in the personal-type aircraft. The program of flights 
to be co-ordinated with classroom study in schools conducting a one- 
year general aviation course will provide next year for three hours of 
flight, separated into four 30-minute periods and one 60-minute period. 
Schools that find it necessary to condense the classroom study into one 
semester will be allocated two hours of flight indoctrination for their 
students, consisting of two 30-minute flights and one 60-minute flight. 
The flight-experience program is in the nature of orientation and should 
not be confused with flight training. The time students are in the air 
for orientation may not be ‘‘logged’’ as pilot training. 

Insurance in the amount of $100,000 for public liability, property 
damage, and passenger liability has been procured for adequate protec- 
tion of the pilot, the State Department of Education, school districts, 
and their agents and employees. Each student is likewise required to 
purchase a $3,000 accident policy which costs him 10 cents per hour of 
flight. Public schools must secure from the parents of pupils a written 
request that the children be permitted to participate in these flights. In 
most instances, parents take an active interest in the program and fre- 
quently accompany the students to the airport during the flight periods. 
Of particular benefit have been the preliminary meetings of classes 
where the airport operator, school teachers, pupils, and parents meet to 
discuss the program. Most successful results have been achieved in com- 
munities where educators, parents, and commercial operators have fully 
appreciated the intent and possibilities of the program. 


BLOND FURNITURE 
CHARLES BURSCH, Chief, Division of Schoolhouse Planning 


The light-reflection factors and colors of school furniture and equip- 
ment have been accorded the attention normally given stepchildren com- 
pared to that given recently to other critical factors in conditioning the 
school environment for visual comfort and efficiency. Whereas provisions 
for daylighting, ceiling and wall finishing, and artificial lighting installa- 
tions in schools have undergone revolutionary changes, school furniture 
and equipment in so far as color and finish are concerned are substantially 
unchanged. Past and present practice in that regard have been dictated 
largely by maintenance considerations. As a result, ‘‘schoolroom brown’”’ 
for furniture and dark green for metal filing cabinets have been generally 
accepted. The manufacturers, however, have for a long time now stand- 
ardized on nongloss finishes which, along with light colors, are essential 
to visual comfort. . 

Whenever major portions of the surfaces of school furniture and 
equipment have light-reflection factors below 30 percent, visual comfort 
and acuity are seriously impaired. Such impairment is increased when 
the recommended higher footcandle level of lighting and reduced bright- 
ness ratios on other than furniture surfaces are introduced in the class- 
room.* 

‘*Schoolroom brown’’ does not have a sufficiently high light reflection 
factor to be suitable in a modernly lighted classroom. The improvement 
of this situation presents something of a dilemma. Purchasing agents for 
schools cannot, generally speaking, secure blond furniture even if they 
specify it ; yet if that finish is not specified it never will be available. 

To help resolve this dilemma is the purpose of these few paragraphs. 
It is recommended that ‘‘blond preferred’’ be written on each and every 
order for school furniture and equipment opposite the color specification. 
By such united action there is every reason to believe the manufacturers 
of school furniture and equipment will make the substantial expenditure 
necessary to change their specifications to the lighter finishes required in 
properly lighted schoolrooms. 
for Planning School Plants (Tentative).” Dp. 18-23, S8-T3, Published by the Counc 


1946. Copies available at $1.00 each from H. C. Headden, State Department of Educa- 
tion, Nashville, Tennessee. 
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 


OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
ROY E. SIMPSON, Superintendent 


REPORTS OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 


On the closing day of the 57th (General) Session of the Legislature 
the Senate received the reports of the Senate Committee on Education 
on the complaint of the Sons of the American Revolution against the 
State Board of Education, the State Curriculum Commission, and the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction relating to the adoption of the 
Building America series of textbooks. 


The Committee submitted two reports. The first was signed by 
Senator Herbert W. Slater ( Sonoma County), chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Education, and by Senators Chris N. Jespersen (San Luis 
Obispo County), Byrl N. Salsman (Santa Clara County), and Gerald J. 
O’Gara (San Francisco). With respect to the charges contained in the 
complaint, this report reads in part: 

. . we are of the opinion that there was no illegal action on the part of 

the State Board of Education, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, or 

the Curriculum Commission in the adoption of these books. . . . we find 

there has been presented no evidence whatsoever to indicate that the State 

Board of Education, the Curriculum Commission, or the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, are now, or. were engaged in any conspiracy of any 

nature on this subject. 


With reference to the Building America textbooks, characterized by 
the petitioner as ‘‘subversive,’’ this report reads in part: 

Based upon the testimony before the committee and upon an examination 

of the books, we do not believe that the charge that these books are sub- 
versive in character and content has been substantially proven. This does 

not mean to say that the members of the committee wholly approve the 
treatment given to such subjects as “The Constitution,” “Civil Liberties,” 

and similar topics. 


The second report was signed by Senators Earl D. Desmond (Sacra- 
mento County), Fred H. Kraft (San Diego County), Hugh P. Donnelly 
(Stanislaus County), and Nelson S. Dilworth (Riverside County). It 
reads in part: 


It is the opinion of the members of the committee signing this report, in 
reviewing the facts developed at the hearings, that petitioner has failed to 
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prove sufficient evidence to support his charge that a conspiracy existed on 
the part of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, members of the Cur- 
riculum Commission or the members of the State Board of Education, to 
introduce into the curriculum of the public schools of California, the 
so-called “Building America” series, and that there was no deliberate and 
flagrant violation of law in attempting to adopt and introduce the textbooks 
known as the “Building America” series into the elementary and junior 


high schools of this State. 


With reference to the textbooks, this report reads in part: 


. it is the conclusion of the members of the committee signing this 
report that these books are “subversive” . . . they are highly controversial 
among adult citizens and are definitely not appropriate for seventh and 
eighth grade pupils. . . . In coming to this conclusion, the members of 
the Senate Committee on Education whose names are affixed, cannot help 
but express regret that the members of the State Board of Education appar- 
ently did not check as carefully as they should this series of books recom- 
mended to them by the Curriculum Commission. 


The ninth member of the Senate Committee on Education, the late 
Senator Charles H. Deuel (Butte County), did not sign either report or 
submit a report of his own. 

Altogether, considering the volume of irrelevant and immaterial 
testimony presented by the counsel for the petitioner, the members of the 
Senate Committee on Education should be congratulated on having 
digested the subject matter of the hearings and reduced it to intelligi- 
bility. 

As Superintendent of Public Instruction and one of the respondents 
in the hearings conducted by the committee, I may report to you that the 
public school system has come through the hearings without suffering 
serious damage. Accusations pressed as recklessly as those submitted by 
the petitioner must inevitably result in some undermining of public con- 
fidence in the educational system of the State. This of course increases 
the difficulty of the re-adjustment the schools are making after meeting 
severely exacting demands during the war period, when personnel was 
depleted and renewal of supplies, equipment, and schoolhouse plant was 
impossible. To come out of such a period of strain to meet a load of 
attendance heavier than ever before in the history of the State was to be 
faced with a difficult situation in the best of conditions and one requiring 
general public support. Fortunately, the constitutional amendments sub- 
mitted to the California voters as initiative propositions in 1946 were 
passed by large majorities, and increased support of the school system is 
guaranteed. The Legislature passed the major bills needed for the current 
situation (AB 2120, AB 1316, AB 98, SB 623, and others). 

Both committee reports, it should be noted, completely exonerate the 
State Board of Education, the State Curriculum Commission, and the 
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Superintendent of Public Instruction of any violation of law or partici- 
pation in conspiracy. Both reports state that the petitioner’s evidence 
failed to support these charges. The chairman’s report also indicates that 
four members of the committee found the petitioner’s testimony against 
the Building America textbooks insufficient to define them as ‘‘sub- 
versive.’’ The signers of the second report agreed with the petitioner that 
the textbooks are ‘‘subversive,’’ although the petitioner himself in his 
verification of his complaint had revised his charge to the effect that the 
textbooks were subversive only for the grade level for which they were to 
be used. 

Pending the publication of the reports of the Senate Committee on 
Education, the Legislature had specified in all bills appropriating money 
for free state textbooks, that no state money was to be used for purchase 
or distribution of Building America. Language to this effect is in AB 793, 
SB 666 (The Governor’s Budget Bill), and SB 1508. 

It is worthy of attention that the California Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, the California League of Women Voters, the California Teach- 
ers Association and many other responsible organizations with long- 
established interest in public education supported the State public school 
system authorities throughout the hearings. 


APPOINTMENTS TO STAFF 


Carson Conrap, director of recreation for Alhambra, has been 
appointed to the Division of Health Education, Physical Education, and 
Recreation to serve as Consultant on Community Recreation. Mr. Conrad, 
formerly an officer in the Army Air Forces Training Command, has 
been in charge of the Alhambra recreation program for the past year. 
Before World War II, he was instructor in physical education and 
assistant director of recreation at Santa Barbara. He is a graduate of 
Santa Barbara State College and has done graduate work at the Univer- 
sity of California. He joined the Department on July 7 and will later 
make his headquarters in Sacramento. 

BEATRICE STOERING was appointed to serve as Consultant in Educa- 
tion of Physically Handicapped Minors, effective June 1, 1947, succeed- 
ing Romaine Mackie. Miss Stoering is a graduate of the University of 
North Dakota, and has done graduate work in special education at the 
University of Colorado and University of Michigan. She taught in North 
Dakota schools from 1937 to 1941, was principal of the Crippled Chil- 
dren’s School at Jamestown, North Dakota, from 1941 to 1944, and served 
with the American Red Cross in the Pacific area from 1944 to 1946. 
In May, 1946, she was appointed head teacher in the State’s residential 
School for Cerebral-Palsied Children at Redwood City, and in November 
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was transferred to act in the same capacity in the School for Cerebral- 
Palsied Children at Los Angeles. 

Marian D. Myers was appointed as an editorial assistant in the 
Division of Textbooks and Publications, effective June 9, 1947. Mrs. 
Myers served during the past year as assistant to the public relations 
officer at Camp Beale, and was editor of The Bealiner, camp newspaper. 
Previously she had served in the WAC as a public relations officer at 
Mitchell Convalescent Hospital, Camp Lockett, San Diego County, Cali- 
fornia. Before World War II, Mrs. Myers was managing editor of a 
group of community newspapers in Chicago. She is a graduate of the 
University of Iowa. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


CONFERENCE ON ACCREDITATION 


Invitations are being prepared for a state-wide Conference on 
Accreditation to be held September 30, 1947, under the sponsorship of 
the California Committee for the Study of Education. The conference 
will meet at Sacramento, and its 100 to 150 delegates will represent all 
levels of education, public and private, in the State. 

The California Committee has a special subcommittee working on 
the problem under the direction of Basil H. Peterson, Director of Glen- 
dale College. Summaries of the data and conclusions compiled by this 
group will form the basis of discussion. Dr. Peterson’s committee has 
been studying accreditation all over the United States and it is expected 
that, with such information before it, the conference is likely to take 
steps to reconsider solution of the problem so far as California is con- 
cerned. 


LIVING WAR MEMORIALS FOR CALIFORNIA 


Governor Earl Warren has appointed a California Commission on 
Living War Memorials to collaborate with the American Commission on 
Living War Memorials. The purpose of this movement is to encourage 
the erection or establishment of types of war memorials which will make 
a continuous contribution to the welfare of the living as a perpetual 
expression of gratitude to the soldiers, sailors, and marines who served 
the State and the Nation during World War II. - 

Members of the California commission are Garret W. McEnerney II, 
chairman, San Francisco ; Sam Hayes, Hollywood ; Willis O. Hunter, Los 
Angeles; James R. Needles, San Francisco; Wiley K. Peterson, Mari- 
copa; R. C. Samuelsen, Pasadena. Lyman Lantz is Secretary. 

A 32-page, illustrated brochure entitled Living War Memorials for 
California, prepared by Lyman Lantz and Miriam Roher, was published 
in May, 1947, by the California Commission on Reconstruction and 
Reemployment to call attention to the many opportunities afforded in 
California for memorial projects such as parks, recreation centers, play- 
grounds, hospitals, libraries, civic centers, and educational institutions. 
Copies of the brochure are available without charge upon request to the 
Commission on Reconstruction and Reemployment, 631 J Street, Sacra- 
mento 14. 
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BOOKS FOR PHILIPPINE SCHOOLS 


California Schools for September, 1946, page 258, reprinted an 
appeal from the Philippine Islands to the Governor of California, asking 
for aid in the form of used books and equipment for all grades and sub- 
jects in Philippine schools. In December, 1946, Superintendent of Public 
Instructicn Roy E. Simpson sent a circular letter to California school 
administrators reminding them of this and similar appeals, and calling 
their attention to the fact that old and obsolete state series elementary 
school textbooks may be donated to the Commonwealth of the Philippines 
under the rules and regulations of the State Board of Education relating 
to the disposal of old and obsolete textbooks (California Administrative 
Code Section 45(f)), and that district-owned books that have been dis- 
carded may be disposed of as the governing board of the district may 
determine. Mr. Simpson also announced that the American Junior Red 
Cross would undertake to serve as agent for collecting and shipping 
books so donated. 

Mr. Louis H. Carlson, Director of the Junior Red Cross in the Pacific 
Area, has recently reported to Superintendent Simpson that 27 shipments 
of textbooks, 1360 cases in all, were sent to the Philippine Islands from 
the Pacific Area warehouse during the period February 18 to May 9, 
1947. The cases contained 300,600 books, of which 229,333 were for 
elementary school grades and 71,267 for secondary grades. Mr. Carlson’s 
letter follows: 


61 Grove Street 
San Francisco 1, California 
May 19, 1947 


Mr. Roy E. Simpson 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Sacramento, California 

Dear Mr. Simpson : 


I am sure that you and your staff will be pleased to know that the Philip- 
pine Book Project was a complete success. We have shipped a total of 300,600 
books. . . . The National Office is now working on plans to ship the balance to 
some of our island possessions in the Pacific. 

These books will prove very valuable in the education of the children of 
the Philippines, and will mean much in developing a closer understanding of our 
Nation and the new Commonwealth. 

I wish to extend my thanks and the thanks of the American Red Cross to 
you and your staff for their fine cooperation in this Project. Thanks are also due 
to the school administrators and teachers of the schools of California and their 
fine work which made this project a pleasure for the Pacific Area Junior Red 
Cross staff to administer. 

Sincerely yours, 


LOUIS H. CARLSON 
Director, Junior Red Cross, Pacific Area 
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EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS AT 1947 CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR 


The California State Fair management announced early in July 
that at least 15 California school systems have made arrangements to 
enter exhibits in the twenty-seventh annual public school works exhibi- 
tion at the 1947 State Fair in Sacramento, August 28 through Septem- 
ber 7. 

In past years, exhibits have been made by individual schools and 
children. This year the educational exhibits will be on an entirely differ- 
ent basis. Each exhibit will be organized as a county exhibit, under the 
direction of the County Superintendent of Schools, and will embrace 
both school and individual displays. 

Counties are grouped into two classifications, group 1 being com- 
posed of counties having an average daily attendance of 10,000 or more, 
and group 2 of those having average daily attendance under 10,000. A 
certificate of participation will be given to each student whose work is 
exhibited. Suitable awards will be given to the three best county exhibits 
in each group. 

Exhibits are being designed to show, among other things, present- 
day methods and trends of teaching particular subjects such as hand- 
writing or arithmetic; school activities through photographs; interrela- 
tionships of geography, government, economies, sociology, the earth as a 
sphere; relationship of general science and mathematics to problems of 
living ; and the study of Spanish for appreciation of Spanish and Mexican 
culture. 

Counties planning exhibits are Alameda, Contra Costa, Humboldt, 
Imperial, Inyo, Modoe, Napa, Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, San Mateo, 
Sierra, Stanislaus, Sutter, and Yuba. 

State Fair Director Dan W. Beatie of Marysville heads the directors 
in charge of the educational exhibit. Other members of the committee are 
H. O. Davis, Indio; Joseph T. Grace, Santa Rosa; and T. P. Tupman, 
Los Angeles. 


NATIONAL SAFETY CONGRESS AND EXPOSITION 


A 20-year downward trend in accidents to children between the ages 
of five and fourteen years has been reversed and accidental deaths are 
mounting. To discover a way of stopping this upward trend, educators 
from all parts of the United States will meet October 7-11, 1947, at the 
- thirty-fourth National Safety Congress and Exposition at Hotel Stevens 
in Chicago. 
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There will be 12 morning school sessions devoted to special group 
interests in safety education through higher education, physical educa- 
tion, home economics education, industrial education, secondary schools, 
elementary schools, safety engineering, driver education and training, 
and the like. There will be four general sessions in the afternoon. All 
meetings will be under the direction of Wayne P. Hughes, Director, 
School and College Division of the National Safety Council. 

Highlights of the congress will be a presentation of new standard 
student accident reporting forms and procedures; an ‘‘Information, 
Please’’ type program at which members of the campus schools of the 
Michigan state teachers colleges will respond with answers to problems 
in elementary ‘and secondary education ; a meeting devoted to the ques- 
‘tion, ‘‘What the Report of the President’s Highway Safety Conference 
Means to the Classroom Teacher’’; and a Safety Education Clinic in 
which members of a panel will ask questions of the audience. 

Among participants will be the following Californians: L. M. K. 
Boelter, dean of the department of engineering at the University of 
California, Los Angeles; James Hensley, safety chairman for Oakland 
public schools; and Everett V. O’Rourke, curriculum co-ordinator for 


Yolo County. 


FILMS INTERPRETING CHILDREN AND YOUTH 


The Association for Childhood Education has recently announced 
the publication of a new 35-page printed bulletin which summarizes 
recent developments in child study through the use of films. It lists and . 
describes 76 films, film strips, and recordings that interpret children 
and youth. Complete information on how and where to get these films, 
and their cost, is included. 

The films are listed under eight general headings: Young Children 
at Home and in Nursery School; Learning Programs for Children and 
Youth ; Health and Nutrition ; Building Social Awareness ; Community 
Participation ; Child Development ; and Films from Other Countries. 


The bulletin should be helpful to groups and individuals interested 
in interpreting child development, in presenting good guidance tech- 
niques, and in describing modern educational practices to teachers and 
parents, to child study groups, general community groups, church school 
groups, and specialists in education, health, and welfare. 

The price of the bulletin is 35 cents. Copies may be obtained from 
any of the three organizations which jointly sponsored its preparation: 

Association for Childhood Education, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W., 

Washington 6, D. C. 
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Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, National 
Education Association, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. 


Association for Student Teaching, c/o Dr. Allen Patterson, State 
Teachers College, Lock Haven, Pennsylvania 


NEW STAFF MEMBERS, COMMISSION 
ON SCHOOL DISTRICTS 


Appointment of Ronald W. Cox of Westwood, Lassen County, and 
Scovel S. Mayo of Redwood City as regional survey directors for the 
California State Commission on School Districts was announced recently 
by Gilbert H. Jertberg of Fresno, Commission chairman. Both new sur- 
vey directors will be assigned to Region III, which covers the counties 
from Sacramento to the Oregon line and from the coast range to the 
Nevada line. Their headquarters will be in Sacramento in the Tuesday 
Club building at 2722 L Street. 

Mr. Cox has been district superintendent and high school principal 
in the Westwood unified school district since 1945, having been asso- 
ciated with the Westwood district since 1936 as teacher, counselor, dean, 
director of adult education, and vice-principal. He is a native of Sutter 
Creek, and a graduate of the University of California, with the M.A. 
degree in political science and education. He is a member of the state 
council of the California Teachers Association. He has been granted a 
leave of absence from the Westwood school district during the period of 
his assignment to the Commission. 

Mr. Mayo, formerly principal of Sequoia Adult Evening High 
School at Redwood City, has been associated with that school since 1928. 
He is a native of the state of Washington, and graduated from Wash- 
ington State College. He holds the M.A. degree from Stanford Univer- 
sity. He is on leave of absence from the Sequoia Union High School 
during his assignment with the Commission. 
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